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Beachwood City Schools – for the fourth consecutive year – has been selected among 
the Best Communities for Music Education by the NAMM Foundation, resulting from 
its 12th annual “Best Communities for Music Education” survey, which acknowledges 

schools and districts across the U.S. for their 
commitment to and support of music education 
in schools.

The 172 school districts named by 
the NAMM Foundation demonstrate an 
unwavering commitment to providing music 
education for their students. This year’s roster 
represents schools and school districts in 
32 states.

The 2011 survey, available to all districts 
nationwide, was conducted between January 
14 and March 14, 2011. This year, teachers and 
school district administrators, representing 279 
communities across the country, participated 
in the web-based survey. The districts were 
measured across curricular and programmatic 
criteria as well as public support of their music 
programs. The survey was developed and 
administered by The Institute for Educational 

Beachwood Named Among Best Communities for Music Education

BMS Students Create, Donate Blankets for Hospitalized Children
This past fall, BMS Student Council officers Lexi Stovsky, Caroline Stern, Susan 

Eiben, Hannah Sullivan and Alex Kaufman discussed community service projects and 
decided to make blankets for the children at Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital.

They purchased fabric, completed 21 
blankets, and had them dry cleaned.

On Wednesday, May 11, these blankets 
were presented to University Hospitals’ head 
of volunteer services, Margaret Galla. She 
told the Student Council officers that the 
children receiving the blankets will be able to 
personalize them with markers, and that she 
anticipates the blankets will treasure positive 
feelings that will help them feel better.

The Student Council officers thank 
everyone who collaborated with them to 
make this project so successful, as well as 
all the students who donated their time: Kyle 
Schlessinger, Arielle Tindel, Matthew 
Stovsky, Casey Blum, Claudia Gill, Abby 
Flowers, Anabelle Cheistwer, Katelyn 
Howell, Sophie Shoen, Deavon Peavy, 
Jessica Friedman, Alxis Rudd, Nylauna 
Petty, Dana Kippen, and Dar’Jon Bentley. 

Pictured from right: Hannah Sullivan, 
Lexi Stovsky, Susan Eiben, Alex Kaufman, 
and advisor Ms. Virginia McCormac. 

Research and Public Service, an affiliate 
of the University of Kansas.

Each school receiving 
the “Best Communities” 
designation scored in 
the 80th percentile or 
higher in the survey’s 
grading process. 
Participants in the 
survey answered 
detailed questions about 
funding, graduation requirements, 
music class participation, instruction 
time, facilities, support for the music 
program, and other relevant factors in their 
communities’ music education programs. 
The responses were verified with district 
officials, and advisory organizations reviewed 
the data.

Pictured: Hilltop 5th grader Christopher 
Reilly performs an alto sax solo during the  
Hilltop band concert last month.
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BMS Redesignated Among National "Schools To Watch"
Beachwood Middle School is among 98 

exemplary middle schools in 16 states that 
have been named “Schools to Watch” as 
part of a recognition program developed by 
the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-
Grades Reform. This is a redesignation 
of the distinction the school first earned 
in 2007. BMS Principal Linda LoGalbo 
and Beachwood Schools Superintendent 
Richard Markwardt, Ph.D., accepted 
the award at the State Board of Education 
Meeting last month in Columbus. Each 
school was selected by state leaders for its 
academic excellence, its responsiveness to 
the needs and interests of young adolescents, 
and its commitment to helping all students 
achieve at high levels. In addition, each 
school has strong leadership, teachers who 
work together to improve curriculum and 
instruction, and a commitment to assessment 
and accountability to bring about continuous 
improvement.

Beachwood High School Construction Update
The Beachwood Schools celebrated our 

community’s legacy and future at a special 
Community Groundbreaking Celebration for 
the Beachwood High School Improvement 
Project on May 26.

In May of 2010, Beachwood residents 
overwhelmingly (71%) approved a $30 
million bond issue for this project. The 
district also secured an additional $5.6 
million in federal stimulus funds for this 
project that are earmarked for energy 
conservation projects. Construction will 
commence at the conclusion of this school 
year. While phases of the project will be 
completed sooner, the project is scheduled 
to be completed in its entirety by the Fall 
of 2013. Once complete, the improved 
Beachwood High School facility will mirror 
the school's award-winning academic 
curriculum.

Be sure to see next month’s
listing of the

Beachwood High School Class of 2011
and Their College Selections!

Below is a summary of this summer’s construction timetable:
May: Site secured with metal fencing; Trucks and large earth moving equipment 

begin moving soil and installing piping.
June: Trailers will be placed in the flat area to the south of the parent drop-off loop; 

Concrete foundation work will begin on the South Gym and Auditorium additions; 
Demolition of the art room and counselors’ offices.

July: Concrete foundation work continues; Utilities across the front entrance will 
be installed; Masonry, plumbing, and electrical contractors will mobilize.

August: Site work will be completed; Masonry walls will begin; Site will be prepared 
for the return of the students in late August.

Pictured from left: State Board of Education Member Mary Rose Oakar (Cleveland, 
District 11), Beachwood Superintendent Richard A. Markwardt, Ph.D., Beachwood 
Middle School Principal Linda LoGalbo, Interim State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Stan W. Heffner, State Board of Education Member Angela Thi Bennett 
(At-Large), and State Board of Education Vice President Thomas W. Gunlock (At-Large).

Pictured: Rendering of Beachwood 
High School’s new main entry.
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June Schools Calendar
   1     Senior Search Presentations, 6 p.m. at BHS
          Beachwood Schools Foundation Meeting, 7 p.m. at Fairmount
1-3     8th Grade Washington, D.C. Trip
          6th Grade Camp Hiram Trip
   2     Hilltop Field Day
   3     Senior Awards Ceremony, 8 a.m. at BHS
   5     Graduation, 2 p.m. at Severance Hall
6-9     Final Exams, BHS
   8     Fairmount Fun Day, 10 a.m.
          5th Grade Clap-Out, 2:30 p.m. at Hilltop
   9     8th Grade Honors Assembly, 8:30 a.m. at BHS
          5th Grade Promotion Ceremony, 1 p.m. at BHS
          2nd Grade Clap-Out, 3 p.m. at Bryden
          LAST DAY FOR STUDENTS
  10    Records Day
  13    Board of Education Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Fairmount
  27    Board of Education Meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Fairmount

Students at each of the Beachwood schools participated in activities to celebrate 
Earth Week in late April. Below are just a few examples:
  • Mrs. Michelle Mayer’s first grade class at Bryden did a project to make something 
new out of something old. With the phrase “Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle” in mind, they 
used materials such as egg cartons, paper towel rolls, cereal boxes, metal cans, and plastic 
bottles to create pencil holders, bird feeders, cards, airplanes, planters, and banks.
  • Mrs. Sherry Bogart’s second grade class at Bryden collected all the trash that they 
used in their class and in the lunchroom so the students could visually realize just how 
much trash one classroom makes in a single school day. They also read The Magic Finger, 
by Roald Dahl, a wonderful, very imaginative story that provides the reader with the 
author's point of view on taking care of the earth.

Beachwood Students Participate in Earth Week Activities
  • Mrs. Lisa Goldman’s Fiddle Factory, a 
performing troupe from Hilltop, performed 
in the Wolf Den at the Cleveland Metro 
Parks Zoo as part of the zoo’s Earth Day 
Coalition festivities.
  • The Beachwood Middle School Ecology 
Club raised awareness for the environment 
by asking students to wear earth colors 
each day. Monday was blue day for clean 
water, rivers, lakes and oceans; Tuesday 
was white day for clean air; Wednesday 
students wore brown and orange for clean 
soil, and Thursday they wore green for 
“Going Green!”
  • Beachwood High School’s Green Dream 
class hosted its fourth annual Eco-Friendly 
Business Showcase, drawing thousands of 
spectators to visit more than 100 "green" 
business exhibitors.
  • The Beachwood High School Ecology 
Club purchased plants for classrooms. 
They also plan park visits and another 
“dinner and a movie” fundraiser night, and 
they continue to gather all of the school's 
recycling on a weekly basis.

Pictured from left: Dinah Medovoy, 
Olivia Hahneman Gilbert, Daniel 
Kaufman and Max Alter.

Class of 2010 BHS graduate Hillary 
Sadler and BHS marketing teacher Mr. 
Greg Perry attended the National Teacher 
of the Year Ceremony in the Rose Garden 
at The White House on May 3. They were 
invited guests representing Beachwood’s 
Green Dream for winning last year’s FedEx 
Access Award at the Junior Achievement 
North American Company Challenge.

Mr. 


